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Easley, SC – After a long, hard fought battle with cancer, Deborah Lynn
Russell Childress, 73, passed into the arms of Jesus on Tuesday morning,
March 18, 2025, at her home in Easley with her loving husband by her side. 

Deborah was born June 11th, 1951, one of 4 daughters of the late Clarence
Woodard Russell and Clementina (Tina) Mattie Welch Russell. She grew up in
Russellville, SC, and attended school in St. Stephen. She was a long-time
resident of Goose Creek, SC where she built a life with her husband, Terry.
She was an accomplished homemaker, creating a beautiful home for her
family with talents that included cooking & baking, decorating, flower
gardening & design, and crafting. Deborah had a big personality, loved to talk
and laugh and spend time with family and friends. She loved to sing and
dance and was a gifted, passionate pianist. Watching her fingers dance
across the keys was truly amazing! She especially enjoyed playing hymns,
providing musical accompaniment and choir direction for her church for many
years as well as working with the youth on various plays & performances for
the congregation. She found great comfort in her relationship with the Lord
and her faith truly sustained her through this journey. 

 



In addition to her parents, Deborah was preceded in death by her sister,
Amelia Audrey Russell, and her brother-in-law, Grover Buddin “Buddy”
Gardner. 

 

Deborah was married to the love of her life, Terry Lee Childress, for 48 years.
She is survived by her husband as well as her daughter, Wendy Rochelle
Keller Carr (Tim) of Moncks Corner; her son, Terry “Troy” Lee Childress Jr.
(Glynnis) of Simpsonville, step-children Barry H, Childress of Goose Creek
and Michelle “Mandy” Lee Childress of North Myrtle Beach; sisters Marilyn
Russell Gardner of Florence and Claire Russell Mizzell (David) of Moncks
Corner; grandchildren Phillip Carr, Taylor Carr, and Joshua Carr of Moncks
Corner, and Russell Childress of Simpsonville; and great grandchildren, Alivia
and Kain Carr. 

Funeral services will be held Saturday, April 5th at 1:00 pm at Russellville
Christian Church in Russellville, SC. Visitation will precede the service from
12:00 to 1:00 pm in the church sanctuary. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to Prisma Health Hospice of the
Foothills, 390 Keowee School Road, Seneca, SC 29672 or Russellville
Christian Church, 1681 N State Hwy 35, St. Stephen SC 29479.



Previous Events

Visitation

APR 5. 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Russellville Christian Church
1681 N State Hwy 35
St Stephen, SC 29479

Memorial Service

APR 5. 1:00 PM (ET)

Russellville Christian Church
1681 N State Hwy 35
St. Stephen, SC 29479
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HWOBC + 1 - March 31, 2025 at 10:17 PM

HWOBC + 1 purchased the Simply Elegant Spath
iphyllum for the family of Deborah Lynn Russell
Childress.

Lisa Conroy, CMA(AAMA) - March 27, 2025 at 01:08 PM

I will miss her so much. She was a very strong-minded person, and
I loved seeing her at The Cancer Institute. She fought the battle
hard and I will always remember her. Keeping prayers to everyone
that she touched.

Patty White - March 20, 2025 at 04:38 PM

My heart is saddened to learn of Deborah's
passing. I met her at church, and I
immediately felt a connection through Christ.
She was such a beautiful woman of God, a
wonderful mother, and wife. She had a heart
of gold and I truly looked up to her as my mentor. I'll always
remember her and forever be grateful for knowing her. Rest in
peace beautiful angel.

CS
Clara Smith-Brunson - March 20, 2025 at 08:01 PM

A lovely person that could pick you up when you were down RIP!
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